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Firstly Congratulations on your 

Engagement  
 

Thank you so much for expressing an interest in Browns Hotel for your 

Wedding Celebrations and as a possible wedding venue.  

 

Browns Hotel is a contemporary 17 th  Century Coaching Inn. A five 

million pound  refurbishment turned the property into a boutique hotel, 

with the award wining market town of Tavistock on the doorstep, and, 

just beyond rolling hills and breathtaking landscape of Dartmoor.  

 

The following  are details that you hopefully will find useful and answer 

most of your questions, we  do recognise that every wedding has its own 

special requirements so please call us with any questions you may have 

and we will be delighted to provide the answers.  

 

We have collated information for your perusal on our Function Rooms, 

Room hire rates, bedroom accommodation  rates , Civil Ceremonies, Pre -

Reception Drinks, Wines, Drink Packages and Menus plus a list of useful 

phone numbers to help you organise your day.  

 

Importantly w e only look after  one wedding  per day  so that we can give 

you the best of our attention and make your day really special for you.  

 

 

 

 

 

Our wedding couples at Browns Hotel ï Tavistock receive all of 

the following:  

 

A r ed carpet welcome on arrival  

YYYY 

Silver cake stand and knife  

YYYY 

Crisp white t able linen and napkins  

YYYY 

The personal attention of the Management Team to guide you through 

the day  

YYYY 

The services of a  Hotel Representative to act as ñMaster of Ceremonies ò 

YYYY 

Late night Licence  

YYYY 

Guests have use of gymnasium  

YYYY 

Special acco mmodation rates for your wedding guests  

YYYY 

Vegetarian menu alternatives  

YYYY 

Champagne & Chocolates in the Bride & Grooms room  

YYYY 

Use of the historic  courtyard for your photographs  

YYYY 

CD of digital pictures of your day taken by our Wedding Co -ordina tor  

*Subject to certain terms & conditions  



Civil Ceremony  
 

Browns Hotel is ideally situated in the heart of the award winning town 

of Tavistock. The breathtaking moors, the Hotelôs walled courtyard 

terrace & the historic stables provide an idyllic backdrop for your 

wedding photographs. Our ded icated wedding co -ordinator will ensure 

that your tailor -made wedding reception is unique to you.  

 

With a variety of rooms and contemporary spaces licensed for marriage, 

Browns Hotel can accommodate from 10 -120 guests for a civil 

ceremony. The maximum seat ing capacities and the room hire rates for 

each room are as follows:  

 

Ceremony     

Hire of Ceremony Room:  

                      

Garden Terrace  £300  25 maximum  

The Snug  £300  30  maximum  

The Orangery  £4 50  40 seated / 9 0 standing  

Orangery & Courtyard  £450  40 seated / 15 0 standing  

The Restaurant  £500  12 0 maximum  

Juliet Balcony Courtyard  £450  250 maximum  

 

Unlike many other venues, we only book one ceremony per day. As 

shown above we offer many options of rooms where the marriage 

ceremonies can be performed, If the weather is fine, the bride and 

groom can choose to make their vows under the canopy of the 

orangery, with guests seated or standing in the courtyard. In this case, 

the number of guests is virtually unlimited.  

 

The house is perfect for small to medium sized receptions while larger 

receptions for 120 plus will require the use of the courtyard.  

 

Civil Ceremonies can be held on any day of the week in -between the 

hours of 08.00h ï 18.00h, including bank holidays.  

Due to logistics the latest time that Browns  Hotel can hold a ceremony 

is 17.00h.  

 

The only days Civil Ceremonyôs are not permitted by law are Easter 

Sunday & Christmas Day.  



Your  Ceremony  
 

Browns Hotel is steeped in history, with parts of the original building 

dating back more than 300 years. It is  the perfect setting for intimate 

wedding ceremonies and extravagant wedding receptions.  
 

Browns holds a civil wedding licence and can host civil ceremonies which 

is becoming a popular alternative to a church or registry office.  

We offer a multitude of cho ice for Spring, Summer, Autumn & Winter 

ceremonies, offering unique settings where you can be assured of an 

unforgettable ceremony  

 

You can exchange your vows in a choice of six exclusive areas, all 

exuding different designs with their very own charact er whilst offering a 

unique location:  

The orangery, the restaurant, the wine bar snug, the lounges, the 

Juliette balcony courtyard and roof top terrace.  

 

Clement season ceremony:  

Dry & sunny -  spring, summer or autumn day  

 

In the Summer months for an outd oor wedding we offer three outside 

areas which are licensed for civil ceremonies: the Garden Gazebo 

terrace ï a roof top terrace secret garden, or the Juliet Balcony 

courtyard, with its panoramic views of the walled courtyard and the 

stables, offering the very rare opportunity in this country of an outdoor 

wedding ceremony in a tranquil and unique setting.  

 

Garden Terrace  

The roof terrace gazebo, is a beautiful setting for an intimate wedding in 

Devon and is suitable for smaller, more intimate civil ceremo nies & 

weddings of 25 or less, were you can enjoy the intimacy of a private 

ceremony. The entrance to the roof terrace is located under an archway 

leading from the courtyard, revealing a rustic, unique and charming roof 

top garden.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Juliet Balcony Courtyard  

Overlooking the picturesque courtyard, the spacious courtyard, can 

accommodate up to 150 guests comfortably. The stoned courtyard, with 

old - fashioned vines, topiary, herbaceous plants, and slate pots are a 

perfect backdrop and a truly lovely spo t for your guests to congregate 

whilst you make your vows to each other  

 

If you are concerned about the weather, then we urge you not to let it 

stand in the way of having your unique dream wedding. We keep a 

close eye on the weather and will have the wonde rful conservatory 

available as a last minute indoor option.  

 

 



Your  Ceremony   

 

Orangery  

The courtyard conveniently adjoins the beautiful orangery -  

conservatory, another perfect choice for taking your vows, comfortably 

seating up to 70 guests for an indoo r ceremony.  

The Conservatory has beautiful glass dome roof windows, creating a 

tranquil environment with lots of natural daylight, allowing the light to 

flood onto the natural stone walls. The flooring is a bespoke flagstone 

tile and the airy room comes co mplete with its own under floor glass 

fresh water well believed to date back to Roman times.  

Weddings over 70 are housed by releasing the French doors which open 

directly onto the courtyard to give that alfresco feel.  

 

Inclement season ceremony:  

Crisp, icy  or snowy ï winter or spring day  

 

In the cooler months for an indoor wedding we offer three inside spaces 

which are licensed for civil ceremonies: The orangery with it beautiful 

roof offers the wonderful choice of allowing the natural daylight to flood 

in.  The restaurant and the sitting room snug ï that both offer a unique 

charming and magical location for a winter wedding by a roaring fire.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Restaurant   

The restaurant with its natural wooden floor, beautiful original exposed 

wood en beams and large bay window is adjacent to a snug area that 

boasts a glorious real fire. The room has a wonderful warm, rustic feel, 

neutral colour tones that complement any theme and can seat up to 120 

guests for civil ceremonies and partnerships  

 

 

Snug   

The sitting room snug is perfect for more intimate ceremonies, seating 

up to 10 -  30 guests. This delightful area has beautiful exposed beams, 

a large bay window, boasts an open roaring log fire and offers mood 

lighting.  

The stonework that settles recess ed into the walls adds the finishing 

touches for a unique and stylish space to share your vows with your 

closet friends and family  

 

 

Orangery   

With its beautiful glass roof and natural stone walls the light is 

wonderful on an autumn, winter or spring day,  creating a tranquil 

environment with lots of natural daylight flooding in.  

 

As the days grow shorter and dusk arrives earlier, the conservatory 

comes into its own and offers the opportunity for a festival of light, 

provided by church candles and tea light s nestling within the decorative 

features of slate windowsills and wrought iron chandeliers. Adding an 

understated elegance and backdrop for your ceremony



The Formalities  
 

Once we have received your deposit to confirm your Civil Ceremony, 

Browns Hotel will  contact West Devon Registration Office to ensure that 

your chosen date and time are secured. West Devon Registrars will then 

allocate a Registrar to you who will conduct your wedding ceremony, be 

your point of contact and will discuss the proposed civil c eremony 

details with you  

 

You will need to arrange an appointment with the Celebrant Registrar 

who is based at:  

 

Local Registrar:  

  West Devon Register Office,  

  Town Council Offices,   

  Drake Road,  

  Tavistock,  PL19 0AU  

  Tel:   0845 155 1002  

 Fax:  01822 618935  

    Email:  srwest@devon.gov.uk    

 

The Register Office is open :  

  

Monday ï Tuesday & Thursday @ 10.00h ï 14.00h  

Friday @ 10.00 ï 13.00h  

 

The Registrar will then arrange for a wedding pack to be sent to you 

that will contain useful information:  

 

¶ Letter from the Superintendant Registrar confirming date, time 

and venue  

¶ Checklist of arrangements that need organising prior to the day  

¶ Order of Service for the Ceremony  

 

You are required by law to give notice of marriage to the 

Superintendent Registrar of the district in which you live.  This notice 

must be given in person by you both and is valid for 12 months;  

therefore we advise that you make an appointment to attend your local 

office.  

 

 

 

 

You should be aware that any arrangements made for a 

marriage at Browns Hotel are dependent on 2 things:  

 

1)  The attendance of the Superintendent Registrar and Registrar for 

West Devon District  

 

2)  The issue of authority or authorities for the marriage, by the 

Superintendent Regist rar to whom notice has been given  

 

mailto:srwest@devon.gov.uk


The Formalities  
 

When notice is given in a different registration district from the one 

where the marriage is to take place, the authority will have to be 

collected and delivered before the wedding to the West Devon 

Registrars Office   

 

 

Only the Superintendent Registrar can permit a civil, non - religious 

ceremony.  Any music, readings, works or performances, which form 

any part of the ceremony,  must be secular and the content agreed in 

advance with your registrar. To dat e the law states that during the 

ceremony no religious music can be played.  The Hotel has a CD player 

for background music or you may like to hire a musician of your choice.  

 

We suggest that you decide on four types of music:  

 

First  

¶ pre wedding music, to  settle guests in preparation for the bride ï 

15 minutes duration  

 

Secon d  

¶ entrance music  ï 2 minutes ï bride walks in ( plea se be 

upstanding for the bride  

 

Third  

¶ sign ing of register ï 8 minutes ï (congrat ulations please sign 

registrar)  

 

Fourth   

¶ Leading the party out music ï 2 minutes ï (please  be upstanding 

for Mr & Mrs)  

 

Please note:    

 

¶ The General Public canno t be excluded from the ceremony  

¶ No food or drink can be  permitted in the ceremony room  

 

A marriage cannot take place without the Superintendent Registrar and 

the Registrar being present and a separate fee is payable to them for 

their attendance.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The tariffs until 01/04/09  are :  

£300 .00 ï Weekday , £35 0.00 ï Saturday,  

£40 0.00 ï Sunday or Bank Holiday  

We are happy to offer a complimentary service of blessing after the Civil 

Ceremony, We recommend that you contact the Reverend Father G.J 

Stanton on 01822 870384, should you wish to have a Church blessing.  



Religious Ceremony  
Saint Eustachius, Tavistock Parish Church -  Church o f England  

 

Location  -  The church of St Eustachius is situated in the centre of the 

historic market town of Tavistock, next to the ruins of the old Abbey, 

sixteen meters away from Browns Hotel  

 

Short History  ï St Eustachius church was originally built in 13 th 

century as part of the Benedictine Abbey Estate and has always stood 

as the heart of the town.  

During the dissolution of the Abbey in 1539, the estates of the Abbey 

were given to Sir John Russell who also became patron of the Church. 

In 1912 the Duke of  Bedford transferred the advowson to the Bishop of 

Exeter  

 

Music  ï The Church has three keyboard instruments, a small pipe, a 

fully equipped organ and upright piano. These can be hired with or 

without a musician  

 

Choir  ï The Church has an active parish ch oir who are willing to 

support the musical aspect of your wedding.  They have a repertoire of 

well - known  anthems and are willing to learn more if time allows and 

perform music dating from the sixteenth century to the present day.  

 

Bells  ï The church has a peal of 10 bells and has an active group of 

ringers who are available at a reasonable charge  

 

Marry by Church of England  

St Eustachius church requires that you must have been resident in the 

district of the Parish for 7 days. We are happy to offer you disc ounted 

room package for your required length of residency. The Ministers or 

priest is authorised to register marriages and must have a certificate or 

licence to do so from the local Superintendent Registrar. On the day of 

your wedding the minister will mar ry you and register the marriage.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Superintendent Registrar's certificate  

The licence requires that one of you undertakes residence in Tavistock 

for seven consecutive days, on the eighth day you are required to give 

notice at the Tavis tock registry office. Your partner need only be 

resident or be physically in England on the day notice is given.  

 

This then allows a marriage to take place after only one clear day of 

giving notice (excluding a Sunday, Christmas Day or Good Friday). You 

mu st provide certain documents to show the Superintendent Registrar 

these include a passport or some other form of photographic 

identification. If either of you are divorced you will need to show a 

decree absolute of your divorce. (e.g. you can give notice o n a Monday 

and be married on the Wednesday)  

 

A notice of marriage is valid for one year . You may therefore not give 

notice of marriage to the Superintendent Registrar more than a year 

before the date of the Wedding.  



The Wedding Breakfast  
 

Browns Hotel h as an established reputation for mouth watering food, 

the restaurant defines our dedication to using the finest, freshest, local 

produce, whenever possible sourced from the fertile Dartmoor land and 

featuring the very best West Country ingredients, put tog ether with flair 

and imagination, guaranteeing exciting flavours and irresistible 

presentation.  

 

Our wedding selector menu is a quick guide to what we offer. It is 

possible to substitute any dish featured, as you may also like to add 

your own favourites. W e will help you explore all possible options, 

ensuring that we give you not only a day to remember, but also one 

that you feel is really yours ï we firmly believe there is no set formula . 

 

 

 

In addition to our full menu we are pleased to provide canapés f or your 

guests.  

Canapés Menu @ £9 per head  

 

Spinach & Sweet Red Pepper Roulade  

Carpaccio of Venison, with Horseradish Cream  

Home Cured Salmon with Cucumber Pickle  

Corn Fed Chicken & Basil Brochettes  

Sole Goujons & Tartar Sauce  

Home Made Vegetable Crisps  

 

Or substitute any of the above for the below if you have vegetarians in 

your party:  

 

Devon Blue Cheese Mouse served on Whole meal Oatcake  

 

 

 

Wedding Breakfast Selector Menu @ £39.95  
 

To Start  

Roasted butternut squash soup, nutmeg cream  
YYY 

Grilled fillet o f red mullet, saffron and roasted langoustine bisque  
YYY 

Home cured organic salmon gravlax, duck egg dressing, dill & fennel salad  
YYY 

Smooth chicken liver and foie gras parfait, pear and vanilla chutney, 

hazelnut brioche   
YYY 

Vulscombe goats cheese terri ne, celery, grapes, golden raisins and 

sherry caramel  
 

  

Main Course  

Roasted sirloin of Ruby Devon beef, fondant potato, thyme jus  
YYY 

Baked fillet of halibut, Exe mussel and potato chowder, cumin oil  
YYY 

Butter roasted breast of corn fed chicken, braised  chicory, roasted fig 

puree and Madeira  
YYY 

Poached fillet of sea bream, Thai spiced volouté, bok choi, ginger & sesame  
YYY 

Wild mushroom and sage risotto, parmesan galette  
 

Dessert  

Baked dark chocolate fondant, vanilla ice cream  
YYY 

Clotted cream crème b rûlée, cassis sorbet  
YYY 

White chocolate and espresso marquise, caramel sauce, cocoa sorbet  
YYY 

 Mango pannacotta, coconut tuille, passion fruit syrup  
YYY 

Selection of fine West Country cheeses, homemade oatcakes  

 
(Dishes may contain nuts, please ask a me mber of the team if you require 

assistance)  



Wedding Drinks Packages  

 

Welcome reception drinks are normally served in the stone walled 

courtyard of the property allowing for the perfect photo opportunity ï If 

weather is inclement we resume in the Hotel bar & lounge areas.  

 

Reception Drink Package 1  

Welcome drinks  -Choose from  Pimms / Sparkling Wine / Wine / Fruit 

cocktail  

1 glass of house wine (white/red) with the Wedding Breakfast  

1 Glass of Prosecco sparkling wine with the Toasts and Speeches  

Browns own we ll water  

£12.95 per person  

 

Reception Drink Package 2  

Welcome drinks  -  Choose from  Pimms / Sparkling Wine/ Wine / Fruit 

cocktail  

2 Glasses of house wine (white/red) with the Wedding Breakfast  

1 Glass of Prosecco sparkling wine with the Toasts and Speeches  

Browns own well water  

£15.95 per person  

 

 

 

 

 

Reception Drink Package 3  

Welcome drinks  -Choose from  Pimms / Sparkling Wine/ Wine / Fruit 

cocktail  

2 Glasses of house wine (white/red) with the Wedding Breakfast  

1 Glass of Beaumont Des Crayeres Grande Reser ve with the Toasts and 

Speeches  

Browns own well water  

£19.95 per person  

 

Reception Drink Package 4  

Welcome drink  

(Choose from  Pimms / Beaumont Des Crayeres Grande Reserve/ Wine / 

Fruit cocktail)  

3 Glasses of house wine (white/red) with the Wedding Breakfas t  

1 Glass of Beaumont Des Crayeres  Grande Reserve with the Toasts and 

Speeches  

Browns own well water  

£25.00 per person  

 

Reception Drink Package 5  

2 x Welcome drink -  Choose from  Pimms / Beaumont Des Crayeres 

Grande Reserve/ Wine / Fruit cocktail  

3 Glasses  of a selection of wines (white/red) with the Wedding Breakfast  

1 Glass of Beaumont Des Crayeres Grande Reserve with the Toasts and 

Speeches  

Browns own well water  

£30.00 per person  

 

 

Soft Drinks  

 

Elderflower Juice and Fruit Breeze Cocktail will be provide d during the 

reception in all packages for guests who want non alcoholic options  

 

 

 

 
 



Alternative Reception Drinks   

 
 

Pimmôs    £3.95   

Winter Pimmôs   £3.95  

Bellinis (Peach Puree and Prosecco)    £6.50  

Kir Royale (Champagne and Crème de Cassis)   £7.5 0 

Buckôs Fizz (Sparkling wine and Orange Juice)   £3.75  

Buckôs Fizz (Champagne and Orange Juice)  £7.00  

Bottled Beers (Budweiser, Becks, Corona,  Peroni)  £3.20  

Fruit Juices (Orange, Apple, Cranberry)    £7.0 0 

Elderflower Organic Juice    £2.50  

 

All the above prices are  per glass  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Many different seating configurations are possible depending on the size 

of your party and if you wish to have occasional seating or a sit down 

buffet. The maximum number the hotel can hold for an evening 

reception is 200 guest s.  

 

However should your party be higher in number we can place a 

marquee and a separate bar in the stables and courtyard area of the 

property.  

 

Catering must be for a minimum of 90% of the total number of guests. 

If you choose not to provide food for your  guests in the evening an 

additional room hire charge may be added to your account.  

 

Due to Food & Hygiene regulations any food from the buffet that is not 

consumed cannot be removed from the premises, the buffet is 

permitted to be on display for no longe r than three hours  

 

If you would like to book a disco or other entertainment for the evening 

reception please see our list of recommendations.  All entertainment 

and music must close at 00.00hrs, unfortunately this is a requirement of 

the local licensing a uthority  

 

We have two different menu options for you below.  However our Head 

Chef would only be to happy to create a bespoke menu for you that will 

match your requirements exactly.  



The Evening Function  
 

To keep your guests fuelled for the dance floor, o ffer an evening buffet 

to your party.  

 

Many different seating configurations are possible depending on the size 

of your party and if you wish to have occasional seating or a sit down 

buffet. The maximum number the hotel can hold for an evening 

reception is  200 guests.  

 

However should your party be higher in number we can place a 

marquee and a separate bar in the stables and courtyard area of the 

property.  

 

Catering must be for a minimum of 90% of the total number of guests. 

If you choose not to provide foo d for your guests in the evening an 

additional room hire charge may be added to your account.  

 

Due to Food & Hygiene regulations any food from the buffet that is not 

consumed cannot be removed from the premises, the buffet is 

permitted to be on display for  no longer than three hours  

 

If you would like to book a disco or other entertainment for the evening 

reception please see our list of recommendations.  All entertainment 

and music must close at 00.00hrs; unfortunately this is a requirement 

of the local li censing authority  

 

 

We have two different menu options for you below.  However our Head 

Chef would only be to happy to create a bespoke menu for you that will 

match your requirements exactly.



The Evening Buffet Individual 

Selector  
 

The following lists of  dishes are suitable for different types of buffets; be 

they standing, sit down, formal or informal.  The cost will depend on 

your selection and number of guests and is priced per dish, per person  

 

It is possible to substitute any dish featured, as you ma y also like to add 

your own favourites.  If you donôt see something that youôd like, please 

let us know and we will happily devise a bespoke menu to accommodate 

your wishes and create the freshest in season mouth watering dishes.  

 

¶ Seasonal antipasto -Veget arian or meat -  £2.50 (v)  

¶ Smooth chicken liver pâte, red onion marmalade £1.50  

¶ Pressed terrine of Devon ham hock and confit chicken, piccalil li £1.50  

¶ Potted organic salmon, crayfish, pickled cucumber £2.00  

¶ Chicken satay, soused vegetables and sushi ginger £2.00  

¶ Spiced lamb Koftas, coriander and spring onion salsa £2.50  

¶ Cornish crab, parsley and sweet red pepper tart £2.75  

¶ Plaice goujons, tartare sauce £1.50  

¶ Prawn wontons, soy dipping sauce £2.00  

¶ Roasted pesto vegetables brochettes, hummus £1.50 (v)  

¶ Marinat ed sweet pepper terrine, Vulscombe goats cheese dressing £2.00 (v)  

¶ Terrine of vine tomato, basil and baby capers £1.50 (v)  

¶ Parmesan and red onion marmalade tart £2.00 (v)  

¶ Honey roasted ham with mustard glaze £2.50  

¶ Sirloin of South Devon beef with creamed horseradish  £2.50  

 

Desserts  

 

¶ Macerated strawberries and clotted cream £2.50  

¶ Honeycomb and chocolate marquise £2.25  

¶ Pineapple tart tatin, vanilla crème fraîche £2.25  

¶ Red wine poached pear and frangipane tart £2.25  

 

The above menu may alter according to the season and fluctuation in 

market change.  

 

 

 

 

 

 



Light Option Evening Buffet Menu  
 

Every sandwich is built using our fresh in -house baked bread, using only 

local, seasonally sourced fresh produce.  We are always searching for 

new and interesting tast es and periodically introduce new sandwiches to 

keep our menu as fresh as the items on it, for the meantime you can 

enjoy the smorgasbord of the below selection for £8.50 per person*  

 

¶ Roast south Devon beef, creamed horseradish  

¶ Thai Chicken  

¶ Gammon and home  made piccalilli  

¶ Smoked salmon dill and prawn crème fraîche  

¶ Egg and caper mayonnaise  

¶ Mature cheddar, apricot and walnut chutney  

 

From the below list of salads you can create your own menu, your 

chosen selection of salads will be served with a selection of sauces, 

dressings and homemade vegetable crisps @ £1.00 per person, per 

serving*   

 

¶ Salad Niçoise  

¶ Waldorf rice salad  

¶ Roquette and parmesan  

¶ Asian Coleslaw  

¶ Chive and bacon potato salad  

¶ Roasted tomato, Mozzarella and basil pasta  

¶ Mixed leaf and garlic crouton s 

¶ Chorizo and bean salad  

¶ Classic Caesar salad  

¶ Mushroom á la grecque and tarragon pasta  

¶ Marinated pepper and feta salad  

 

* Please choose 4 of the above salads as a minimum to accompany the 

sandwich selection. The above menu may alter according to the season  

and fluctuation in market change.  




